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It may surprise some of our friends

on the other side of the aisle who real-
ly believe that schools should be run by
Washington bureaucrats. Perhaps they
believe these favorable findings are
achieved only when children feel con-
nected to big government. The truth is,
the connection must be to parents and
to good schools, not to Washington.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot legislate
good parents, but we in Congress can
legislate better schools. The way to
make schools better is to end the day
of Washington bureaucrats and redtape
running our local schools. Let us em-
power parents and teachers and local
school districts instead of bureaucrats
thousands of miles from the classroom.
That would be the greatest legacy we
could give to both public education and
to our children’s future.
f

CONGRESS SHOULD TAKE CAM-
PAIGN FINANCE REFORM OUT OF
LIMBO

(Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
our finance system, campaign finance
system is riddled with loopholes. Large
corporate contributions are routinely
spent on Federal elections despite leg-
islation which is intended to limit
them.

Mr. Speaker, the leverage these big
corporate dollars have on the political
process limits the ability of the aver-
age citizen to make his or her voice
heard in the political process.

It is time for Congress to take cam-
paign finance reform legislation out of
limbo and pass substantive reform.
With the introduction of a bill crafted
by a bipartisan freshman task force, we
have a good legislative vehicle to make
this happen.
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This legislation would take an even-
handed step toward reforming the sys-
tem. It bans soft money contributions,
requires full disclosure of independent
expenditure campaigns, and tightens
up candidate reporting guidelines.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
calling for an end to the stalemate on
campaign finance reform. Let us bring
this to the floor for debate and for a
vote.
f

EDUCATION

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, if polled
my guess is that each and every Mem-
ber of this body, regardless of their po-
litical philosophy or party affiliation,
will claim to be deeply concerned
about education. Well, the President’s
latest national education standards
proposal shows that my liberal col-
leagues care about education all right,
the Department of Education.

As though the current 760 Federal
education programs are not enough,
they want to spend millions more in
taxpayer dollars to create yet another
bureaucratic program to impose the
will of Washington on each and every
school district in America. I would
urge my liberal colleagues to join
those of us who are fighting to send the
Federal funding where it will have the
greatest effect, to the teachers and stu-
dents and classrooms of this country.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. Edu-
cation dollars should be spent educat-
ing our children, not lining the pockets
of Federal bureaucrats.
f

MORE ON EDUCATION

(Mr. WEYGAND asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, I want
to address the House this morning for
the purposes of talking about perhaps
the most important issue I think in all
of our districts. That is education.

Like many of my colleagues, I have
roundtables in my district. I talk to
the consumers of education, students,
and parents. One of the most important
things is the emerging use of tech-
nology in our schools and by our stu-
dents. Unfortunately, many of our
schools, while they may have great
computerized systems, they do not
have teachers who are qualified to
teach those systems. The use of tech-
nology is often better handled by our
students than by our teachers.

We need to provide the kind of pro-
fessional training that is necessary for
these teachers to better teach our chil-
dren this technology. As you know,
there is the HHS-Education bill before
us. Over $75 million of that bill will go
toward professional development, some
of which will go just for emerging tech-
nology. We need to pass this bill today
because, quite frankly, education is for
all children, not children of the elite; it
is not just for the wealthy. It is edu-
cation for all children. The future of
our children is in this technology.
Please pass this bill today.
f

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

(Mr. BRADY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BRADY. Mr. Speaker, it is sad
that some Members of Congress this
fall are using campaign finance reform
as a shield to divert attention from
ethical problems in the White House.
They make a mockery of an important
issue to me and to many of the families
in my district and in this country.

As a Republican, my support for re-
storing some common sense to our
campaigns and our financing is based
on the belief that in America if you
work hard, you can be anything you
want to be, including serving in Con-
gress.

I want to help restore some respect
and some credibility to Congress, be-
cause most people do not think we do
the right things for the right reasons. I
want hard-working citizens in every
community to raise their hand to run
for public office, but few do because
they cannot afford a million dollars or
cannot imagine how they would raise
it. We pay a stiff price for this never
ending search for the next contribu-
tion. It is like a drug, the more we
have, the more we need, the more we
want, and we can never reach our full
potential as a country until we shake
this financial monkey from our backs.

Let us begin a thoughtful debate for
the right reasons.
f

BIPARTISAN CAMPAIGN FINANCE
REFORM

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, beginning with our first
weeks of orientation, I believed this
freshman class was a class that could
work together. We wanted to talk to-
gether about the different points of
why we ran.

I have to say, working with my fresh-
man class, one of the things that we
both agreed on was campaign finance
reform.

Mr. Speaker, we have to do campaign
finance reform. I do not want to waste
my time trying to raise money. I want
to do the people’s work. We are not in
the majority here. There are a number
of freshman Republicans and Demo-
crats who want to bring a bill on to the
floor for campaign finance reform.
Please, allow this to happen now so
that we can have faith in the American
people and they can have faith in us.
Mr. Speaker, it is time to do it now.
f

CAUGHT WITH THEIR HANDS IN
THE COOKIE JAR

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Clinton and Vice President GORE
got their hands caught in the cookie
jar. If they did not violate Federal
campaign laws, they came as close to
wholesale violations as any Presi-
dential campaign in the history of
America.

Now that the President cannot seek
reelection, he has made campaign fi-
nance reform a primary goal. Labeling
efforts to change finance laws as re-
form does not mean it will be better.

In fact, most campaign finance re-
form proposals would make our system
worse. We spend more money advertis-
ing Coca-Cola, beer, pizza, and washing
detergent than we do on political cam-
paigns in Federal offices. Political ac-
tion committees have brought people
into the political system, individuals
voluntarily contributing money. We
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